
CEDEN User Group Agenda 
 

Date: Thursday, August 28, 2025          
Time: 10:00 - 11:00 AM                  
Location: Remote attendance only  
Microsoft Teams information at end of agenda 
Facilitator: Tessa Fojut 
Meeting Recording 

Topic Time 

Welcome 10:00 - 10:05 

1. New Flow Chart Outlining Vocabulary Submission Process 
• Available at: Vocabulary Request Process for CEDEN 

10:05 - 10:10 

2. Updated Vocab Request Template with Character Limits 
• Available at: Vocabulary Request Template 
• Reduced character limits 

10:10 - 10:20 

3. Ongoing Vocabulary Updates 
• We are continuing to clean up and align CEDEN and 

CEDEN 2.0 

10:20 - 10:30 

4. Matrix Updates 
• Update effluent matrix to include MS4 discharge (cont’d 

from last meeting) 
• New matrix for toxicity testing: Blankwater_modified 
• Definition and use of labwater matrix 
• Samplewater and surfacewater 

10:30 - 10:45 

5. CEDEN 2.0 Status Update 10:45 - 10:55 

Wrap-up and adjourn 
• Review action items 
• Topic suggestions for next meeting 

10:55 - 11:00 

Next Meeting: December 11, 2025 
 

 

 

https://youtu.be/fLq1Q8VhZkY?si=0sETM_4RL29AwJ5I
https://ceden.org/docs/vocab-request-process-2025-08-15.pdf
https://ceden.org/docs/vocab_request_template_20250820.xlsx


 

For accommodation, email to CEDEN@waterboards.ca.gov 

Microsoft Teams Need help?  

Join the meeting now  

Meeting ID: 243 970 131 302 2  

Passcode: aM2BG3vP  

 

Dial in by phone  

+1 916-562-0861,,882037843# United States, Sacramento  

Find a local number  

Phone conference ID: 882 037 843# 

https://aka.ms/JoinTeamsMeeting?omkt=en-US
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NjU4NGZmZjEtMjIzMy00Y2MyLWE3NTEtN2UwZjQxODc0NTBk%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22fe186a25-7d49-41e6-9941-05d2281d36c1%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22ad651ecf-028f-46ca-8362-8635e18a69d8%22%7d
tel:+19165620861,,882037843
https://dialin.teams.microsoft.com/237232aa-1e98-4e7b-8b25-80760f3e3fa1?id=882037843
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• Welcome
• Flow Chart on Vocabulary Submission Process
• Updated Vocab Request Template
• Vocabulary Updates
• Matrix Updates
• CEDEN 2.0 updates
• Wrap-up and Adjourn

Agenda



California Water Boards

Welcome & Introductions

• CEDEN Database Manager: Tessa Fojut
• CEDEN Vocabulary Management Team 

• Jennifer Salisbury
• Candice Heinz
• Tessa Fojut

• CEDEN 2.0 Lead Staff: Keenan Smith

• Contact: ceden@waterboards.ca.gov 
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1. Vocabulary Submission Process Flow Chart
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2. Updated Vocabulary Request Template

• Updated to include character limits for all required fields
• Fields for which the character limit was reduced to be 

compatible with CEDEN 2.0 system:
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Field Name Current CEDEN limit CEDEN 2.0 limit
Station Code 25 20
Parent Project Code 50 40
MethodName and 
DigestExtractMethod

50 20
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Updated Vocabulary Request Template
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3. Vocabulary Updates

• Currently working on aligning vocabulary in current CEDEN 
system and new CEDEN 2.0 system

• Reviewing and correcting vocabulary as we go
• Ending use of vocabulary that do not follow business rules
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California Water Boards

4. Matrix Updates

• Update effluent matrix to include MS4 discharge (cont’d from 
last meeting)

• New matrix for toxicity testing: Blankwater_modified
• Definition and use of labwater matrix
• Samplewater and surfacewater

10



California Water Boards

Effluent matrix description

• Overview of discussion from May meeting:
• Water Boards proposed updating the description of effluent matrix to 

specifically include MS4 stormwater discharge

• User group members counter-proposed MS4 stormwater discharge to 
the runoff matrix description, rather than to the effluent description

• Water Boards put the decision on hold to consider feedback
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California Water Boards

Effluent matrix description
• Current
Wastewater—treated or untreated—that flows out of a treatment plant, 
sewer, or industrial outfall

• Proposed
Wastewater (treated or untreated) or stormwater that flows out of a 
treatment plant, sewer, industrial outfall, or municipal storm sewer 
system (MS4)

Specific to point source discharge, which include NPDES permitted 
discharges: wastewater and MS4 stormwater
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Runoff matrix description

• Current
That part of precipitation, snow melt, or irrigation water that runs 
off the land into streams or other surface-water. Water sampled 
prior to mixing with ambient surface water.

Refers to non-point source runoff
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New matrix for toxicity testing
• Specifically for tests that use an alternate control to test if conductivity or 

salinity of samplewater is affecting the effects on test organisms
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Matrix Name Matrix Description
blankwater_modified For use with CNSL toxicity test sample types. Matrix free of 

interferences (reagent water) that is commercially or Lab-
processed used for water QA sample, modified to reflect the 
salinity or conductivity of a particular sample.

Sample Type Code Sample Type Description

CNSL Clean water, sediment or test material free of contaminants that 
has been altered to reflect the salinity or conductivity of a 
particular sample. CNSL are prepared to control for the potential 
effects of the salinity or conductivity on test organisms
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Labwater matrix

• When would this matrix be appropriate to use?

• Which programs are using it regularly, and are they using it 
correctly? 

• Do we need this matrix? 
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Matrix Name Matrix Description
labwater unprocessed laboratory tap water
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Samplewater and surfacewater

• In CEDEN 2.0, this matrix will be called surfacewater

• We could make that shift in CEDEN now, or just wait until we 
transition to CEDEN 2.0
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Matrix Name Matrix Description
samplewater Ambient surface water collected in the field



California Water Boards

5. CEDEN 2.0 Status Updates

• Water Boards is working with EarthSoft software vendor to 
customize their EQuIS platform to intake and store CEDEN data

• First phase: Chemistry
• Field Results, Habitat

• Second phase: Taxonomy Data
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California Water Boards

5. CEDEN 2.0 Status Updates

• Schedule
• Soft launch testing of chemistry module with Water Boards 

contract laboratory in late summer 2025
• Testing API connections with RDCs – fall 2025
• Testing of field forms and field/habitat data submission – late 2025
• Public use of chemistry module – early 2026
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California Water Boards

5. CEDEN 2.0 Status Updates

• Next Steps:
• Sept-Nov 2025: Water Boards contract laboratory 

testing

• Nov/Dec 2025: Release of CEDEN 2.0 Chemistry 
Template and Submission Guidance Document
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California Water Boards

Meeting Wrap-up

• Next meeting: December 11, 2025
• Revisit effluent and stormwater matrices
• Discuss options for new matrix for toxicity testing

• Action items:
• Look further into effluent and stormwater matrices for discussion in next 

meeting
• Consider options for new matrix for toxicity testing
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